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Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding - Music 

 Year 1 Year 2 

Listening and 
Appraising  
 

Respond physically when listening to music. 
Begin to identify simple repeated patterns or repetition of a 
chorus in a song.  
Discuss how musical elements can be used to create different 
moods and effects.  

Talk about how music makes you feel or want to move e.g. it 
makes me want jump/laugh/dance or it makes me feel sad 
because… 
Identify different sound sources and name some of the 
instruments that can be heard. 
Identify the form of a piece of music or song. 
Respond to different moods in music and explain thinking about 
changes in sound. 

Controlling 
Pulse and 
Rhythm 

Accompany a song or piece of music by clapping the rhythm or 
playing un-tuned percussion. 
Create rhythms from words, our names, favourite food, colours 
and animals. 

Identify the pulse in a piece of music and join in getting faster and 
slower together. 
Identify long and short sounds in music. 
Accompany a chant or song by clapping the pulse. 
Create own rhythms using topic words e.g. 16 66, Pud ding lane,  
Sam uel Pepys. 
 
 
 

  



 
 

2 
 

 Year 1 Year 2 

Singing 
 
 
 
 
 

Sing notes of different pitches (high and low) 
Learn about voices, singing a melody accurately at their own 
pitch. 
Learn that they can make different types of sounds with their 
voices – you can rap or say words in rhythm.  
Sing with a sense of awareness of pulse and control of rhythm. 
Sing with the sense of shape of the melody. 

Learn to find a comfortable singing position. 
Learn to start and stop singing when following a leader. 
Follow simple pitch movements with their hands and use high low 
and middle voices. 
Begin to recognise phrase length and know when to breathe. 
Use voices expressively and creatively. 
Sing with an awareness of other performers. 
 

Playing tuned 
and un-tuned 
instruments  

Play un-tuned instruments with some control. 
Treat instruments carefully and with respect. 
Play instruments in different ways. 
Play a tuned instrumental part with the song they perform. 
Name the main percussion instruments used in class. 
 
 

Play a tuned instrumental part that matches their musical 
challenge, using one of the differentiated parts (a one-note, 
simple or medium part) 
Play the part in time with the steady pulse. 
Listen to and follow musical instructions from a leader. 
Perform simple rhythmical patterns and accompaniments 
beginning to show an awareness of pulse. 
Create and choose sounds for a specific effect and name the 
instruments used and explain why it has been chosen. 

Improvisation 
 
 
 
 
 

Listen to a musical pattern and clap/sing/play back your own 
answers. 
Use un- tuned percussion to improvise and make their own 
musical patterns. 

Create and choose sounds in response to a given stimulus using 
un-tuned percussion instruments and identify how different 
sounds can give a message. 
Use 2 notes using the tuned percussion to improvise and make 
their own musical patterns. 
 

Composition In pairs use 2 percussion instruments to create a simple 
composition which can be played over and over and performed to 
the class. 
Create a simple melody using one, two or three notes. 
Learn how the notes of the composition can be written down. 

In a small group use 4/5 percussion instruments to create a 
composition which can be played over and over and performed to 
the class. 
Create three simple melodies using one, three or five different 
notes.  
Learn how the notes of the composition can be written down and 
changed if necessary. 
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 Year 1 Year 2 

Performance Recognise the need for performance and audiences. 
Perform whilst showing an awareness of others. 
 

Think about others when performing and work as part of a group. 
Say how they felt about a performance and talk about how it 
could be improved next time.  

 

 

Appendix: 

National Curriculum - subject content Key stage 1. Pupils should be taught to:  

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes  

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically  

 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music  

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music 

‘Charanga’ is used for the teaching of music: 

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1 Hey You! No Charanga - 
Performance 

In the Groove Round and 
Round 

Your 
Imagination 

Reflect, Rewind 
and Replay 

Year 2 Hands, Feet, 
Heart 

No Charanga - 
Performance 

I wanna play in 
a band 

Friendship 
Song 

Zootime No Charanga - 
Performance 
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Year 1 - words you need to know:  

Pulse, rhythm, pitch, rap, improvise, compose, melody, bass guitar, drums, decks, perform, singers, keyboard, percussion, trumpets, saxophones, Blues, Baroque, Latin, Irish 

Folk, Funk, pulse, rhythm, pitch, groove, audience, imagination.  

Year 2 - words you need to know:  

Keyboard, drums, bass, electric guitar, saxophone, trumpet, pulse, rhythm, pitch, improvise, compose, audience, question and answer, melody, dynamics, tempo, 

perform/performance, audience, rap, Reggae, glockenspiel. 

The Interrelated Dimensions of Music – terms and meanings: 

● Pulse – the regular heartbeat of the music; its steady beat.  

● Rhythm – long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse.  

● Pitch – high and low sounds.  

● Tempo – the speed of the music; fast or slow or in-between.  

● Dynamics – how loud or quiet the music is.  

● Timbre – all instruments, including voices, have a certain sound quality e.g. the trumpet has a very different sound quality to the violin.  

● Texture – layers of sound. Layers of sound working together make music very interesting to listen to.  

● Structure – every piece of music has a structure e.g. an introduction, verse and chorus ending.  

● Notation – the link between sound and symbol. 


